APUSH Final Project
	
	Exemplary
	Accomplished
	Proficient
	Developing

	Primary Sources (30 – 5 points per source)
	Unique creativity and content enhance the primary source in an innovative way.

Scenario is plausible and deeply tied to historical basis.

Source looks authentic and/or realistic with great care given to details.
Source format is authentic and makes sense given historical context.
Each source is of a unique type/style.

	Creativity and content enhance the primary source.
Scenario is plausible and rooted in historical facts.
Source looks authentic and/or realistic and has some detail.
Source format appears authentic given the context.
No source type/style was replicated.

	Source demonstrates some creativity and content.
Scenario is plausible.
Source has some realistic aspects or details, but has errors.
Source format is acceptable given the context.
At least one source type/style was replicated.

	Source demonstrates little creativity and content.
Scenario is unrealistic and/or not historically grounded.
Source does not look authentic and/or design is sloppy.
Source format is unauthentic and at odds with historical context.
Several source types/styles are replicated.


	Project (30)
	Unique or insightful approach.  Analyzes, synthesizes, evaluates, & applies new knowledge.

Demonstrates deep understanding and knowledge of both the context of the point of divergence and the resulting shifts.
Accurate information, specific evidence, and succinct concepts are presented.
Establishes a clear purpose, engaging the listener immediately and holds the engagement throughout.

	Offers some analysis, evaluation, or synthesis of material and at times takes a nuanced approach.  

Demonstrates an understanding and knowledge of both the context of the point of divergence and the resulting shifts.
Accurate information is provided succinctly. Uses some specific information.
Describes the topic and engages the audience as the project proceeds.
	Takes a successful but ordinary approach.  Little analysis.

Demonstrates some  understanding and knowledge of context and results, but only superficially.
Some information is inaccurate or long-winded.  Relies on generalizations too often.

Somewhat engaging, and provides a vague purpose.
	Approach is successful at times, but lacks any analysis or uniqueness.

Demonstrates little understanding or knowledge of the context and results.

Information is inaccurate.  Relies only on generalizations, with no specific examples.

Irrelevant information that minimally engages listener. Purpose is vague and unclear.

	Delivery & Technical Production (10)
	Medium selected for presentation is appropriate and effective and reasons for the selection are apparent. 

Mechanisms/tools of the medium selected are employed in powerful ways.

Correct grammar/spelling is used throughout.

Length keeps the audience interested and engaged.
	Medium selected for presentation is appropriate and effective.

Mechanisms/tools of the medium selected are employed effectively.

Correct grammar/spelling is used.

Length keeps audience interested.
	Medium selected for the presentation is acceptable.

A few mechanisms/tools of the medium selected are employed effectively.

Occasionally incorrect grammar/spelling is used.
Length is somewhat long or somewhat short to keep audience engaged.
	Medium selected for the presentation is awkward or ineffective.

Mechanisms/tools of the medium selected are underused or ineffectively used.
Poor grammar/spelling is used throughout.

Length is either too long or too short to keep the audience engaged.

	Reflections (15)
	Reflections are thoughtful and meaningful, and there is clear evidence that reflections have greatly advanced the thinking around the topic and research associated with the topic.
Demonstrates cognitive processing of topic and learning in ways that result in overall superior depth of understanding and presentation.
Gives impressive insight into student’s thinking and demonstrates great awareness of student’s strengths & weaknesses in learning and the skills/contents associated with the project.

	Reflections are thoughtful, and there is evidence that reflections have been used to advance the thinking around the topic and research associated with the topic.
Demonstrates cognitive processing of topic and learning in ways that advance the project’s depth.

Highlights student’s thinking as well as student’s strengths & weaknesses in learning and the skills/content associated with the project.

	Reflections are acceptable and demonstrate some commitment to advancing thinking about the topic and research.
Demonstrates lower-level cognitive processing of topic and learning that result in some advancement of project’s depth. 

Somewhat explains student’s thinking and shows some awareness of strengths & weaknesses in learning and the skills/content associated with the project.
	Reflections are cursory and demonstrate little care or advancement in thinking.
Demonstrates little cognitive processing that results in greater project depth.

Does not explain student’s thought-process and demonstrates little awareness of strengths & weaknesses in learning and the skills/content associated with the project.

	Research & Bibliography
(15)
	Research has clearly been used to create a strong basis for the project and provides important context.

Sources consulted are scholarly, varied, and demonstrate thoughtfulness in choice.
Bibliography is complete and MLA format is accurate with zero errors.
	Research has clearly been used to provide context and basis for the project.

Sources consulted are scholarly and demonstrate some consideration in choice.

Bibliography is complete but may contain a few minor errors in MLA format
	Research has clearly been done, but does not enhance or contribute to the project in a meaningful way.

Some sources consulted are scholarly and/or choice of sources seems incongruous.

Bibliography is complete but contains significant errors in MLA format.
	There is little evidence that research has been used in the project.

Few sources consulted are scholarly and/or choice of sources seems haphazard or random.

Bibliography is incomplete and contains major errors in MLA format.





TOTAL (100 points possible) ______________________________
