Note:  This text data set is a shortened version of an Earthquakes Data Set we use with our Intermediate ELLs.  A full data set should contain four to five examples for each category. 
Earthquakes Data Set

Categories: Earthquake Damage, Causes of Earthquakes, and Famous Earthquakes in History
1. Around 10,000 people die each year in earthquakes around the world.  Most of these fatalities are caused by structures collapsing and falling debris.
2. Huge slabs of rock under the surface of the earth are called tectonic plates. These plates are constantly rubbing and bending against each other, building up strain over time. An earthquake happens when the rock can no longer take the strain and it breaks releasing huge seismic waves which cause the earth’s surface to vibrate.

3. The deadliest earthquake to strike the U.S. happened in San Francisco in 1906.  This famous quake measured 7.9 and killed 3,000 people or more as buildings collapsed and massive fires burned throughout the city.

4. The destruction left behind by an earthquake depends not only on its size but its location.  If a large quake strikes an area which is less populated, then the damage could be minimal.  However, if it strikes an urban area then the damage may be catastrophic.
5. The site of the most powerful earthquake ever recorded was Valdvia, Chile.  It struck in 1960, had a magnitude of 9.5, and triggered a tsunami which caused major damage in Hilo, Hawaii.

6. Ninety percent of earthquakes occur at the edges of the tectonic plates which are called plate boundaries.  These plate boundaries are composed of many faults.  This is why earthquakes occur along fault lines, such as the San Andreas fault in California.
7. On July 28, 1976 a massive earthquake struck China killing some 750,000 people.  The epicenter of the quake was the city of Tangshan which had nearly a million residents.
8. Flexible buildings constructed on hard bedrock will hold up best during an earthquake.  Structures built on soft soil will likely sustain more damage during a quake.
