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Not “The Best,” But “A List” Of Ways To Convert PDF & Word Documents


Posted by Larry Ferlazzo | Aug 7, 2009 | best of the year, teacher resources, technology | 14  | 












This was originally going to be a simple “The Best…” list on ways to easily convert PDF files to Word, and to do the reverse. It started off small when I began, but there has recently been an explosion in sites offering free conversion services, and I just haven’t had time to try them all out, nor put much time to carefully revising this post.

So it’s turned more into a somewhat disjointed “list” of these kinds of services.

I didn’t really understand why I might want to convert a document to a PDF until I read this article listing ten reasons Why To Convert Word To PDF.

Here are links to several online conversion tools:

PDF Converter

PDF On Fly

Zamzar

Now, for the other way around.

One thing that has annoyed me is the difficulty in copying and pasting text from a PDF document I find on the Internet. Sometimes I see a portion of a document, for example, on language learning research that I want to email to someone or incorporate in an something I’m writing (with attribution, of course!), but it won’t allow me to extract a portion of the text.

In addition,  Zamzar and Cometdocs lets you convert both ways.  As do You Convert It and Convert Files.

And, of course, there’s the appropriately-named site called Convert PDF To Word. And there’s another similarly named tool called PDF To Word.

The HTML PDF Converter will let you convert any webpage into a PDF file. Another very similar site is called HTML to PDF.

Web2PDF is an extremely simple way to convert any webpage into a PDF file. PDF Crowd does the same thing.

DocsPal is a new web application that lets you easily convert documents and images from one format to another, including PDF to Word and in the reverse.

Online-ConVert lets you convert lots of different files. It wasn’t working for me very well when I tried it, but others speak highly of it.

docDroid is an interesting take on document conversion. You upload a document in pretty much any format you want (Word, PDF, etc.). Then you email the link to someone, who can then download the document in any format you want. In other words, if you think someone might want to convert your doc, it saves them the extra step of having to go to a different document converter to do so.

PDF Online is another in a long list of tools available to convert files into PDF documents. What makes it stand-out, though, is that David Deubelbeiss says it’s the best he’s found. And David knows his stuff. So if he says it’s the best, that’s good enough for me.

PDFdoc lets you convert your Word document to PDF form and vice versa.


5 Tools to Convert and Edit The PDF Format | @scoopit via @AnaCristinaPrts https://t.co/AhZDrEJe0Z #edtech #edchat #pdf

— Anabel Gonzalez (@amgonza) August 20, 2017




Light PDF lets you convert PDFs to Word documents or the other way around.

How to Annotate PDFs is from Richard Byrne.

An Easy Way to Convert PDFs Into Word Documents is from Richard Byrne.

CleverPDF lets you do a lot of things with PDFs, including converting them to Word.

I Love PDF lets you do a lot of things with…PDFs.

Pdf.to is another document conversion tool.

Ace Thinker has yet another tool for converting PDF files.

Safe Notes lets you annotate PDF, as well as letting you do lots of other things to them. It doesn’t let you convert them to Word documents, but I’m still adding it here.

Lotta Tools also lets you do a…”lotta” of things to a PDF.

Simpdf :: Minimal PDF editor

Web To PDF



Tiny Wow

DocFly is an online PDF editor.

Simple PDF is a Chrome extension that lets you edit any PDF.

PDF Escape is a free online PDF editor

Private PDF Extractor could be useful.

Let me know which ones you think work best!

If you found this post useful, you might want to look at previous “The Best…” lists and also consider subscribing to this blog for free
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Dave 
on August 9, 2009 at 9:08 pm 




Here is a link to some more ideas for creating and merging PDF documents.

http://educationaltechnologyguy.blogspot.com/2009/06/free-pdf-creation-and-merging.html

http://educationaltechnologyguy.blogspot.com/2009/05/bookletcreator.html
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angelinajones 
on August 10, 2009 at 1:05 am 




Thanks for sharing. I find a post about 30+ free pdf tools to convert, create and read pdf files. You may have a look at it .

http://www.anypdftools.com/blog/2009/06/11/30-free-online-offline-tools-of-pdf-converter-pdf-creator-and-pdf-reader.html#153
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Christina Niven 
on September 19, 2009 at 7:32 pm 




Coverting pdf’s to text is very useful. I didn’t realize there were so many services out there. I’m going to try a few out. I followed your link from over on Twitter. I see your comments from time to time. Thanks for the useful article, Larry What are you teaching this year? I’m teaching CBET in Compton, CA. Small class with really nice ESL students.
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Mariel Amez 
on January 7, 2010 at 10:59 am 




Thanks for all your recommendations, on this topic and others. I have also landed here from Twitter.

I’ve been using PDF Creator for a few years, and I’m quite pleased. It does require downloading, but it’s free and does not render documents stamped with the name of the programme. It gets installed like a printer, and is available from http://sourceforge.net/projects/pdfcreator/.

As regards converting PDF to Word (as well as video files with different extensions and Word 2007 to previous versions), Zamzar has worked well for me (and no downloading is required) but when pdf files are protected, it does not “open” them.

My 2 cents.
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David 
on September 15, 2010 at 6:23 am 




Larry, 

Thanks for mentioning PDF online. It probably won’t be available too long but it is a very professional application which does a lot. I especially enjoy how you can convert html or a webpage. Most do so with lots of conversion errors, but this is reliable and also, most importantly, hyperlinks the urls. This is crucial to create a web 2.0 sharable document. 

I’ll also add – think about scribd, doxtop, authorstream, docstock as really powerful conversion tools. Most think of them as storage / sharing sites for pdf or ppt or word. However, once you upload there – you can download in differing formats, usually (not always) with great results. A creative use of these services!

David

Reply 





	


 


kasumi 
on December 9, 2010 at 2:15 am 




Great! Very informative. Yeah it’s very important article to know. You may also try this document conversion
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PD4ML Html to Pdf converter 
on March 29, 2011 at 2:56 am 




Pd4ML not only converts Html to Pdf, but also has a nice Djvu to Pdf conversion tool
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Steve from jpgtopdfconverter 
on May 8, 2011 at 8:11 am 




I, without a doubt, made good use of the list you’ve provided here Larry! I’ve been working with pdf files for quite a while now, since it wouldn’t be possible sharing them on document sharing sites like scribd and googledocs if it weren’t on that specific file format.

Thanks a lot, again. Looking forward for more of these!

Regards,

Steve from jpg to pdf converter

Reply 





	


 


Tyler 
on April 30, 2012 at 3:58 pm 




My company’s developed a product called DocRaptor that converts HTML to PDF using HTTP POST requests.

DocRaptor uses Prince XML for PDF generation, and produces higher quality documents than many other programs.

Here’s a link to DocRaptor’s home page:

DocRaptor
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Mathis 
on September 2, 2013 at 2:58 am 




Very nice list, Larry! Good to know that there are other PDF fans out there! 🙂

Maybe also have a look at the PDF tools from Smallpdf.

There is a good PDF2JPG converter and a Image to PDF converterr with a nice interface.
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julia 
on January 22, 2014 at 4:44 pm 




Great, thanks! I found this Online-Editor http://www.schilder-quelle.de/pdf/pdf-online-editor.aspx helpful too.
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pdf to image converter 
on January 29, 2014 at 2:33 am 




I think there are the best way to choose your dream and think more about please visit http://pdf-to-image-converter.net
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Christian 
on November 11, 2014 at 3:30 am 




Hi guys! Here’s another useful and free software program to make all needed conversions. http://kitpdf.com/ comes with a simple way to use, no need to install it, just upload your files and see the results.

Reply 





	


 


Reyna 
on December 5, 2014 at 8:06 am 




Thanks a lot for the information. Please keep up the informative articles and the blog going on.

http://www.pdf-doc.net/converting-pdf-to-doc/

Reply 
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