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According to historians, there were three reasons America had a civil war.
1. Westward Expansion
2. Sectionalism & States’ Rights
3. Slavery 
Directions:  Your job is to research each of the three reasons and determine if there was a different solution than war.  What other options did Abraham Lincoln have?  There are no right or wrong answers.  But you must explain why your solution is better than war and why your solution would have united the country.  
1. Research each of the three reasons America had a civil war.  All resources are available in your book, classroom maps, and online.
2. Determine an alternate solution to war.  Research to ensure your solution wasn’t actually attempted and that it would have successfully united the northern and southern states.
3. Build a timeline of major civil war events.
4. Create a report outlining 
a. why we had a Civil War,
b. an alternate solution to the problems than war, 
c. why your solution would have been better than war, and 
d. how your solution would have been successful in uniting the country.
Your report can be in any number of forms.  You can make a PowerPoint, a website, an essay, a poster, or any other medium that is approved by me.
Here is how you and your partners will be graded.  NOTE: This is considered a test score.  Everyone in the group will receive the same score.  You need to be smart and mature about who you choose to have in your group.
	
	
	Points Possible
	Points Awarded

	□
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Westward Expansion

	□
	Explanation of how westward expansion led to the Civil War
	10 points
	

	□
	Correctly include text evidence in your explanation
	5 points
	

	□
	Sectionalism & States’ Rights

	□
	Explanation of how sectionalism & states’ rights led to the Civil War
	10 points
	

	□
	Correctly include text evidence in your explanation
	5 points
	

	□
	Slavery

	□
	Explanation of how slavery led to the Civil War
	10 points
	

	□
	Correctly include text evidence in your explanation
	5 points
	

	□
	Timeline
	10 points
	

	□
	Your alternate solution

	□                                      
	Solution Explanation
	5 points
	

	□
	Explanation of why your solution is better than war
	15 points
	

	□
	Explanation of why your solution would be successful in uniting the country
	15 points
	

	□
	Quality and conventions (spelling, grammar, etc.)
	10 points
	

	
	Total Points: 
	100 points
	



NOTE: If you can’t come up with a different solution, that’s OK; after all, President Lincoln couldn’t come up with anything else either.  Instead, you must explain all of the attempts the government made before entering war (15 points) and why they didn’t work, which made war the only remaining option (15 points) with correct text evidence (5 points).
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